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RITUAL

This piece takes the form of a ritual - most specifically, an initiatic rite. Formal rituals throughout history have commonly
followed an archetypal form, and this can be seen in fraternal initiations, church services, and even, if one is willing to stretch the
definitions far enough, an hour of television programming. The piece follows not only the initiate, the observer e ritual, but also the
action in the ritual itself.

Rituals comprise five basic acts. The first section is the purification of the initiate. The novice is take is fate, from
the outer world and plunged into the unknown. Those who have gone before him stand in stark witness to his tri im on and

set and the pieces are in position.
r king. Two
in strength.

Next comes the illustration of the subject. In this section is found a depiction of some sort of
jarringly contrasting themes depict the familiar yet primitive mythic tale, begun by a solo muted tru
Here the third section begins. This is the transformation. The initiate begins to be enlightened, an joufney of the hero
begins to develop significance to the novice’s mind as he understands the symbolism of each step. L4
quest are transformed into vital information for the initiate’s ascent to a higher level of consci

he opening theme is played in
the upper woodwinds and trumpets while the low brass attack with polychords, occasionally quoting onglities in Stravinsky’s Le sacre

and grand material is added to the tapestry of idea and ideal. The themes from the secon¥@gction retygfn and are augmented by the
addition of a third.

Finally, his own journey complete, the initiate emerges a new person, invigorated by the things he has learned, ready to begin a
new stage of life. This final act is the association. He remembers the oaths he took at the beginning and continues on, an initiated man,
the before and after in harmony. The initiate is reintroduced into the world fr
changed and ready to see it in new light.

Sean WK Turner
11 March 2014
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