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A WALKING SHADOW

scenes from Macbeth

This piece, based on Shakespeare’s tale of magic and murder, is divided@ato fourfpontinuous
sections. The first, “In Thunder, Lightning, or in Rain”, mysteriously depict
with the three witches, who promise him glory and spark the fuel of envy withi
piece, I have developed an unsettling “envy chord” that consists of a maj i
bass, first heard in measure 27. The theme for Macbeth is stated here i
pointillistic variation in bar 56. As Macbeth enters his castle at Inverp
and punctuated by brass flourishes, leading into the second section,
[m.95]. This movement begins with a sinister melody set to a rhythfybased ofp Macbeth’s soliloquy, “Is
this a dagger”, and is interrupted by the alarm sounded upon the disc8 Bt the king’s death. The envy
chord sounds as Macbeth triumphantly takes the crown, but not for long, as paranoia sets in with the
beginning of “Hence, Horrible Shadow” [m.121]. The ghost &f Macbe¥’s confidante and recent murder
victim Banquo appears at a feast set by the new king, wreckifig osure with an octatonic melody
punctuating a two-and-a-half-beat accompaniment pattern of augmeiWed triads. Finally, in the last section,
“Till Birnam Wood Do Come to Dunsinane”[m.147], M t upon by the true heirs to the throne,
whose army moves the trees toward the castle to hide their bers. The musical action flashes between
Macbeth’s villainous breakdown within the castle, agfd t eN¢hy motion of the army without. At last
the battle is joined, and Macbeth is beheaded, leadi hamonic coda in the winds that culminates in
lasting peace when rightful Prince Malcolm take 7_until the faintest hint of the envy chord
creeps into the last triad.

original meeting
hroughout the
a flat ninth in the

hr
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Hence, Horrible Shadow
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Till Birnam Wood Do Come to Dunsinane
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