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AMERICAN HYMN SUITE

This piece comprises three antebellum American hymns and is designed to showcase the melodic and harmonic uniqueness of
early American sacred music. Particularly in the late eighteenth century, the music of the American frontier was largely modal and
worship-oriented. Folk melodies and harmonies from the various native lands of settlers and their ancestors were ggmbined and

recombined into new soundscapes, composed and collected into volumes such as Walker’s Southern Harmony.
The first movement is based on “Nettleton”, my personal favorite hymn tune of all. Most often heard with th§text “Come, Thou
Fount of Every Blessing”, the dancelike hymn is a joyful recognition of the grace of the Creator. This movem i
primary rthythm center to encourage the dance feel. I have accentuated the lilting melody by syncopating its thythm in va
encourage the spontaneous energy the tune implies. I have tried to capture all the tone colors of the ensepble, including
basses, a saxophone quartet, and brilliant, soaring woodwinds as the brass bring the melody to a close.
The second movement, “Resignation”, is often heard at memorial services as “My Shepherd
of the 23™ Psalm. The unaccompanied euphonium solo that opens the movement is intended to ev ness of the
American landscape at the time of the tune’s writing and the solitude felt in the face of grief. As the variouSNggass vOices enter, joining
the mournful euphonium, the chords are strengthened, lengthened and emboldened. The sun ris tains, the woodwinds
eard, fading into the morning.
orship with the text “Brethren,

join the chorus, and the chorale is made majestic before the echo of that lonely euphonium is

For the final movement, I have selected “Holy Manna”, a tune most commonly used as a cal
We Are Met to Worship”. I have set it nine times in various tone colors and modes through
homage to Percy Aldridge Grainger and his trademark thick woodwind orchestrations, mgVing to a 18
and ending with a joyous celebration with a soaring horn countermelody.

nically challenging flute solo,

Sean WK Turner
August 28, 2015

*Any cajon used should have a strong deep resonant bass tone, as this is th€ moS®gapor f the tones in the part - the cajon acts as the bass drum for the

majority of this movement. If projection is a problem, the cajon may be amplified sligRgly.

Piccolo

Flute 1, 2
Oboe 1, 2
English Ho

FHorn 1, 2, 3, 4
Tenor Trombone 1, 2
Bass Trombone
Euphonium

Tuba

Bassoon

b

Contrabassoon String Bass

Percussion (5 players):
1. Timpani (5)

2. Chimes, Glockenspiel, Toms (5),
Suspended Crash

3. Vibraphone, Triangle, Snare Drum, Hi-
Hat

4. Marimba, Crash Cymbals, Tam-Tam,

Eb Baritone Saxophone Suspended Ride
Bb Trumpet 1, 2, 3 5. Xylophone, Crotales, Cajon, Bass
Drum

* Eb Contra Alto Clarinet is offered as an alternate part.
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